IONG SVORD IN CL.ZVELAWD

The most widely practiced long sword dance is North Skelton.
The tradition in Cleveland was made fazous between the wars by
the North Skelton White Rose tean ané five figures of the dance
described by Douglas Kennedy and published by the EFDSS in 1927,
The dance exists on film in the EFDSS archives.The Cleveland
dances are related to those at Sleights and Goathland of which
the fomer was putlished by Sharp,Sword Dances of Horthern
England Part II (1912).Goathland Plough Stots are still active,
Another Cleveland variant was published by Leta Douglas in
Three Lore Dances of the Yorkshire Dales(1934).This dance is at
present performed by schoolboys in Boosbeck.Contemporary with
Horth Skelton and also still active is Lingdale Primrose and
finally Ioftus represent a revival of tae early 1950's of another
dance in this general tradition.GCver che years there have been
other sides such as at Skelton Green of limited existance.

The linited historical information in the Zeanedy booklet can
be supplemented from “Ioftus Urban District Council Souvenir
Coronation Year Book 2nd June 1953"printed by J.E.Ford and Sons,
Loftus,pp 26-29 “Sword Dancing in Ioftus®,

'  eecssssss.aIn his records (Cecil Sharo) he tells how the
organisers of these teams (at North Skelton) learnt their dancing
froa an o0ld wman at Loftus,but he was not able to continue his
enquiries there,

t would appear that the sword dancer hare referred to,was
that encourzged and taught by kir,John Featherstone of Hartington
St.abouv 1390.He learnt the Tigures and three trazditional tunes
from an 0ld Goathland Plough Stot called Ventress living near,
vho,it is said,was not much of 2 dancer himgelf.Ths latier was
an ironstone miner but left here to tecoume a publican at Egtcon.,

In order to keep his children and their friends out of The
public houses and off the streets at night,iir,.Featherssone and
his wife encouraged them to play games like Fox and Geese ard
Irterrils,The idea of sword dancing quickly caugav tiasir imazination
and wvhile John whistled the tunes, ¢he younzer men danced around
the kitchen,usinx hazel sticks Tor swords.ne dancers included
the brothers George and Robert Featherstone (in 1953 living in
Great Ayton),Joe Vinspear,Charles kayes,Tom wartin and William
bartin.fhe last nameé laver married Jokn reatherstoncis dauzhter
»Who was still alive in 1953,and livinzy in Ioftus and is theo
source of nuch of this infor2atioN...........
essecsscclater George Featherstone learn: <o vlay tihe melodeon
and becane a most proficient performer,in consvant duzmand for a1l
kinds of folk dancing for téaus in Fast Olcveland (Uil hie 3cath.
Joe Winsvpear also becere a musician ang played rany years later
witk Horth Skelton.but in the early days the musician was John
Watts from Skinninzrove,

Some - steel swords.a few of which are still in existonce.were
mad¢e for the team at Robinson'e Foundry near the Railway Stasion
at a cost of 2/8d each and Tor public occasicons,some pink linen
Jackets were macde by krs.I.Creswick,Joe Winsnear's cousin of
Liverton wines.hese were later replaced by rililacy, uniforis
which were apparently considered rore f=telbale) b ob =Y of Y
eersassssihere were alvweys 2 extra members of the teaw in
addition to the 6 dancers,vho dressed in clotn’s clothes and had
their faces blackened with soot.Alternat.vely one of these was
dressed as an 0ld woman and took part,with her knsband.in some
ritual which was traditionally part of the dance.Thay also took
up the collection from the onluokers attracted by the music and
the dancing.

During the early 1890's much distress vas caused in the
district by a strike in the Durham coalfield and nany winers,
including all of the team,moved to Dervyshire,to a newly built
tom called Poolsbrook,nr.Chesterfield.The whole Featherstone
fanily together with the kartins,Joe Winspear,iat Seymour, John
Watts and Charlie hayes,settled here for the noxs few years and
it was not long before the .svord dance tean was in action.Tom
Fartin,however,became interested in a girl end lcft the team, being
replaced by George Darby,a Staffordshire winer.



Cleveland 2. ]
A photograph of the team taken at Chesterficld in 1392 (da

EFDSS library) the only one of the tea: in existence apparently,
shows the following: tatthew Sey-our,Willian Jartin,George
Featherstone,George Darby,John Watts,Joe Winsnear,Charlie !liayes,
Robert Featherstone,with Tom Shawi and Toxm Giloert clowns.The
last named was not a regulér member. After e few years ia
Dertyshire vhere,according to Frs I:artin they naver rzally felt
at home,the Loftus people cams back to Clevelaasd.

After the deach of her husband,i.rs.Featherstones and hsr
youngcest son John took a smallholding at ikoorshols,where they
were joined by George and Robert an? their wrivis.doe Winspzar
settled in Horth Skelton where he tauzhi sword dancing to the
team which became so famous,and ¥Williar ! 2rtia obtainzd
enploytent and a house at Lingdzle.leter Gecrge Feztherstone
moved to Linzdale vhere h2 was responsible for fari:in~s the
Lingdale Progresszive Sword Dance Tzam which iacluded 5 of his
owix boys.Thea ir.l.artin was asked to goc to Avion to opea out
the Rosberry minec he took Robert Featherstonce ané sgveral others
with hir,.The i'artins stayed here for iany yocers,asart froo a o
fruitless trip to .Americsz vhere the anthracits mizins éid 2o
suit his hcalth . before revurninz tc Loltus,and | r.:..riin worked
as overnman at the Ioftus rine until his rotircant.

Some tine afver 1900 ano:her swcrd daice tcan was Torzed
here and this team,vith certain ckangaes,continuad in axistence
until after the 1314~18 war,its last nerrforance beint in abous
1921.i"eny aembers of this team are still zalive ané includz Joc
¥inspear,the musician,cousin to.the samc name m.aclinaall
previously Jack Leost,Jin Tevlor, A.Henwood,Dick [ ator,zadly
Holgson,R.Jacisson =and J.G%zarn:r. The swords used vy ohis tza-
were nade froz strips cut fro— cld crosscuté savs bty the
blacks:ith atv the mirne.

I'r.ifinspear tells how tleir team,sumnlonzated by others
ineluding Charlic Dadd vhe rlayed the dones and ¢id a bit of
cloc dzncing,zave “benefit® coneerts in aid of unfortunate
friends who tecause of illness or uncanlovrent and n the
absence of the kind of hclp trat sould be ven today,found
thauselves in difriculties.Cn occasioii as =uch as S1&4 ias
raised by thesc efforts.In wet weather,aracticcs were hzlc
indoors,zt onc tine in !'r."Jumbo® Harrison'’s kitchen,bus nevesr
ia the lwury of a hall,and in fizne vweather The teas wsas to a
clearing in “he woods below Loftus amd periored there.7:ea it
was neccessary to practice in the dark,tlhes rouuz w:a wade ~iners'
#-idges” consisting of empty fruit tians with & hole cut in She
cide % hold 2 candle and huag thesc ¢n the trees arscund the
arcna.Durin: the siriks of 1911 the twean veat out oa a veak's
busking at Yhitby dancinz and =giking collections zt varisus
farrs and villages on the way.digy slepe for several nishus on
+ho benches and floor of =z pubilic iwuse in -hichy and danced in
the streets during the 32y.0n scveral occasions ther wer:s nelied
with éced fish by the fishcerlads,but by the ond of the weck
everyone was quite fricundly to ther.On othcr occesions the
danczrs would go to the outlving farins to cance,vhere they were
given ezzs,picces of bacon and other srelcome ivss in addition
to money.’ '

In the present revival of sword dancing (at Loftus) e have
tried to recapturc the spirit and cnvhusias:: of these pionecrs.
The Tigures of our dancc have becn decided uron af ter talks we
have had with the survivors of the old dance teans,und if there
is any similarity between our dance and th:t ciher zaned
Clevecland dances this is natural in vicw ¢f the history of these
dances.Ths present Loftls Sword Dance Tcam was swuarted at the
County Modern School in 1950 and sincec the s»ring of 1951 we
have besn fortunate in having the advice ané help as musician of
Mr,Arthur siarshall of Charltons,.ho has a2 national ripucation
as a -layer of sword dance music.Hez Tirst tcoecare intcrcsted in
playinz the nelodeon with the Horth Skelton tcem in the early
192G 's.The {irst public dancing done by the new Loivus tean was
in connczction with the Festival of Eritain cercucnics in The towm
in 1951, ¢ ' .
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